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"Clear, practical book ... full-color photos help do-it-yourselfers realize their dreams." -- Log Homes

Illustrated The best-selling Cabins is back in print, at the same great value of its original price. This

authoritative how-to title gives readers all the information they need to build their own cabin,

including: A useful list of essential questions to consider during the planning process Types of cabin

construction, such as pole built, stick built, post and beam, stone, cordwood, wood siding, and the

advantages of each Site preparation, foundations, windows and doors, ladders and stairs,

insulation, roofing, electricity, water systems and heating Essential information on log cabins Cabin

designs and their advantages Furnishings and accessories Construction methods are clearly

illustrated in meticulous line drawings and precise plans with measurements. Cut-away

cross-sections and exploded diagrams give the builder the true perspective and detail needed to

obtain the best result, allowing readers to get the most enjoyment out of their newly built wilderness

retreat.
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As others have noted, this is a useful book for generating ideas and getting the creative juices

flowing. I bought it to obtain those features, and it did not disappoint me.The Stiles are, apparently,

a prolific couple on this and similar topics, and they certainly deserve credit for effective packaging

and marketing. David Stiles has filled the book's pages with material--some good, some irrelevant,

and some good for entertainment--but he certainly has filled it nonetheless. The layout and tone of



this book is vaguely reminiscent of a copy of an early 1970s Mother Earth News. The reader's

challenge is to extract the kernals of insight from the volumes of chaff. What the book lacks in

detailed engineering and construction discussion and techniques it makes up for in peripheral and,

in some cases, funny advice. Consider the detailed description of the electronic vehicle-arrival and

gate-unlocking monitors--this in a book purported to find ways to get one in touch with mother

nature and perhaps forego electricity entirely. Or the sketch plan for the garden-hose remedy

against racoons infiltrating your metal trashcan. The advice is intriguing enough, but one suspects

that a bit more discussion on well-installation or obtaining running water might be in order before

turning to a technological solution involving the use of pressurized water for a racoon problem.

Given the Stiles' ties to Manhattan, maybe the accepted security measures of their current

environment don't seem quite as ridiculous or irrelevant as they probably do to anyone who actually

lives in a rural area. Or consider their admonition against Coleman lanterns being "Scary and hard

to light.
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